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1. What regulatory frameworks are relevant to medical and recreational cannabis and 

the cultivation, manufacture, distribution etc of cannabis and cannabinoids in Korea? 

In principle, the NCA strictly prohibits the import/export, manufacture, sale, arrangement 

of sale, smoking or consumption of cannabis ("prohibited acts"). Furthermore, any 

person who has not been approved to handle narcotics by the Minister of Food and Drug 

Safety is prohibited from growing, carrying, possessing, transporting, storing or using 

cannabis ( “handling of cannabis”).  

However, a person is permitted to engage in the prohibited acts where such act is 

approved by the Minister of Food and Drug Safety, and the persons designated to handle 

narcotics can engage in the handling of cannabis if they have obtained a necessary 

permission under the NCA.  

2. What are the regulatory challenges in allowing the medical and recreational use of 

cannabis and cannabinoids in Korea? 

As the prohibited acts and the handling of cannabis are strictly prohibited in Korea, the 

use of cannabis and cannabinoids is unlikely to be allowed for recreational purposes. 

However, the use of cannabis and cannabinoids may be permitted for medical purposes 

if certain requirements are met. 

3. What regulatory frameworks are relevant for the cultivation, manufacture and supply 

of medicinal and recreational cannabis products in Korea? 

The NCA considers all products manufactured from cannabis or its resin as “cannabis.” 

Thus, the aforementioned regulations under our responses to Question 1 and 2 also apply 

to cannabis products. 
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4. Which body is responsible for legislative controls relating to CBD? 

  

Since the NCA categorises CBD (i.e. cannabidiol) as “cannabis,” regulations under our 

responses to Question 1 and 2 apply to CBD as well. The Ministry of Food and Drug 

Safety is responsible for legislative controls relating to CBD. 

5. Is there any possibility to commercialise CBD products without a Novel Food 

approval or medicinal product marketing authorisation in Korea? 

In principle, the act of arranging the import/export, manufacture, trade and sale of 

cannabis is prohibited in Korea. Commercialisation of CBD products without obtaining an 

approval may be difficult as such prohibited acts are permitted only upon obtaining an 

approval from the Minister of Food and Drug Safety for public affairs, academic research 

or medical purposes. 

6. What are the testing specifications in the Korea for determining the compliance of 

CBD with regulatory requirements (i.e. what are the testing specifications for 

determining the purity and/or level of any controlled substances in CBD?) and what 

documentation or evidence would need to be submitted to the regulatory authority 

in this regard? 

Since handling of CBD is prohibited in principle, there are no testing specifications for 

determining the compliance of CBD with regulatory requirements. 

7. Are there any regional limits on the quantity of CBD that can be purchased or 

imported? 

In principle, since the act of exporting, importing, selling or purchasing of CBD is 

prohibited pursuant to the NCA, there is no particular regional limit on the quantity of 

CBD.  
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